
Honey’s Journey
Pets surrendered to S.P.O.T. come for a 

variety of reasons. They are usually sad 
surrenders but probably the most heart 

rendering is when the family can no longer 
afford the health needs of a loved pet. 

It takes a special kind of courage to say 
goodbye to a pet and have faith that the peo-
ple in a rescue organization like S.P.O.T. will 
take care of their beloved cat or dog, bring it 
back to health as much as possible and then 
find a loving family willing to maintaining the 
pet’s care.

Last May we had a dog surrendered to 
us. Honey was supposed to be a 6-year-old 
Goldendoodle. What we saw was a larger, 
hairless dog with a horrible skin condition. 
Her family had been trying to “fix” her for 
several years only to see the condition be-
come worse and worse. 

A young family with a strict financial 
budget, they put aside their own needs every 
time they took Honey to the vet for treat-
ment to help her feel better, but the under-
lying condition was not diagnosed because 
they had to make choices on how to spend 
their limited funds.

Poor Honey was so uncomfortable and 
she also smelled bad. The scent of infected 
skin is not pleasant. Once again, her fam-
ily had taken her to a veterinary clinic for 
treatment; but when they finally realized 
she needed diagnostics that they could not 
afford to treat her effectively, they contacted 
S.P.O.T. to see if we would take her in. They 
were so sincere in wanting what was best for 
Honey and she had suffered long enough 
that we had to try to help.

Honey had severe skin infections sec-
ondary to hypothyroidism and serious food 
allergies as well as entropion, which caused 
her lower eyelashes to fold inward, rubbing 
directly on her eyes 
and making them 
extremely painful. 
It’s not easy to treat 
skin issues; they are 
often complicated and 
multilayered. The skin 
is very fragile when it is 
this compromised and 
open to infection. 

Besides a host of medications once the thy-
roid condition and allergies were diagnosed, 
Honey needed bathing every other day with 
medicated shampoo. It says a lot about the 
quality of this dog’s lovely temperament that 
she tolerated the bathing (and other treat-
ments she endured) with grace. She did NOT 
care for the baths at all and knew when it was 
time to be put in the tub, but she accepted it. 

Hypothyroid and the allergies are chronic 
for Honey so finding the person willing to 
take on a dog with such high needs could have 
been problematic. However, one of S.P.O.T.’s 
previous adopters who had cared for two 
special needs dogs throughout their lives was 
looking for another dog. With a prayer, we 
asked Debbie if she would like to meet Honey. 
It was love at first site and Debbie never 
flinched at Honey’s care needs. Some things 
are meant to happen!

. . . the underlying con-
dition was not diagnosed 
because they had to make 
choices on how to spend 
their limited funds.

Above, Honey on surrender day to S.P.O.T., 
one miserable, uncomfortable, itchy dog. 
Did you guess that the beautiful dog at the 
top of this page is Honey today?

       Thegreatness   of a nation

              and its moral progress 
can be judged by the way its 
                 animals are treated.

                                               ~Mahatma Gandhi
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Veterinary Care Fund

A Microchip Miracle

The Littlest Survivors

Got Too Much Stuff?
It is not unusual for the cats and dogs that 

make their way to S.P.O.T. to need more 
health care than we anticipated. Such is the 

nature of rescue. The vet clinics we work with 
are very good at giving us generous rescue 
discounts; but medical needs, medications and 
follow up care are our overall greatest expense.

Rosie & Charlotte
Recently two tiny poodles were surrendered 

to S.P.O.T. with health issues that the family 
could not address because the dogs were so 
nervous around their two-year-old child.

Yada
Another dog with some unexpected needs 

when she came to us is Yada, a five-year-old 
German Shepherd. When Yada was scheduled 
for a spay, her foster noticed a lump on her 
back. We elected to have the lump aspirated 
when Yada was anesthetized for the spay to 
confirm it was nothing to worry about. 

But this time the lump was concerning, as 
was her blood work. A spay turned into two 
surgical sites. Poor Yada has matching inci-
sions, one on her abdomen and one on her 
back. She is still recovering and needs addi-
tional labs to ensure she’s in the clear before 
adoption.

At left, Rosie and Charlotte as they arrived at S.P.O.T. and before their surgeries. 
At right, Yada’s stitches are removed by Vet Tech Brianna at Chuckanut Valley Veterinary Clinic.

The effectiveness of microchip 
implants in pets has been 
well documented. 

S.P.O.T. has had the pleasure of 
reuniting dogs and cats with ‘lost’ 
owners numerous times over the 
years, from a cat that had been 
missing for over two years to a 
seventeen year old deaf and nearly 
blind small dog that wandered 
into a neighboring bramble patch 
when visiting a relative. It is always 
fulfilling to see the emotion and 
excitement when a pet and owner 
are reunited.

One of the most rewarding 
reunions recently was with a young 
woman who had moved to the 
Skagit Valley from Hawaii. Her cat 
made the move with her but went 
missing very shortly after moving 
into their new home. It had been 
gone for about six weeks.

The owner, wanting to get 
involved with helping animals, of-
fered to volunteer with S.P.O.T., and 
quickly settled into life as a S.P.O.T. 
volunteer, but sadly without her 
beloved kitty Zorro.

Meanwhile, Zorro was having 
quite a time getting to know the 
Mount Vernon area. He wandered 
here and there, about a mile from 
his human’s home, and settled in as a porch cat 
with a couple who recognized him as a friendly 
soul and began feeding him.

After several weeks, they brought him to 
the S.P.O.T. House in Burlington as they were 
headed off for a vacation and didn’t want to 
leave him without care. One of the volunteers 
at the house scanned this beautiful feline and 
lo and behold, he was microchipped! 

Microchipping Cats Adds an Extra Life to the Original Nine!

One call led to another and before long 
we had the information that the kitty had 
originated in Hawaii. Our volunteer called 
the number and the woman who answered 
was ecstatic to hear, “We have your cat at the 
S.P.O.T. House in Burlington!” She responded, 
“You mean where I volunteer?” 

And so, owner and kitty Zorro were reunited 
thanks to responsible pet parenting, which 
includes microchipping!

One of the most adorable images is a 
picture of a healthy baby! And kittens 
have to be up there in the top 10 of 

adorable baby creatures.
However, most of these kittens did not start 

out this way . . . many came to us from feral 
colonies where life is very difficult even for the 
heartiest. 

Most colony kittens are at the very least 
flea ridden. Flea-bite anemia can kill a young 
kitten. They also have to fight infestations of 
intestinal parasites and ear mites. 

Upper Respiratory Infections (URIs) are 
another common ailment that the majority of 

kittens contract. This requires antibiotics and 
monitored treatment, or little eyes can easily 
become glued shut with crusted discharge.

Fortunately with consistent and continued 
care, most kittens do recover from these dis-
eases and infestations. There are other diseases 
seen in feral colonies that are not as easily 
treated and fosters have to be prepared for 
the heartbreak of losing the kitten that is too 

. . . little eyes can easily 
become glued shut. . .  

far into distemper or pneumonia to recover. 
Injured or weak kittens are easy prey or suffer 
from malnutrition. It is a cultural misconcep-
tion that the domestic cat is well equipped for 
a feral life. They exist but do not thrive like the 
indoor pet without human support. 

Most feral colonies live in or around human 
habitation of some kind and learn the skills 
of taking what we leave behind. Cats do hunt 
but most of our homes are not as infested with 
mice and other rodents as when cats were first 
domesticated so current day feral cats depend 
heavily on other food sources to exist.

S.P.O.T. puts considerable effort into 
trapping adult feral cats to spay or neuter and 
return to managed colonies to control pop-
ulations. Kittens that are young enough to 
handle are taken into the foster program to 
treat health issues, care for until old enough to 
be spayed or neutered and eventually adopted 
into pet homes.

The adorable kittens pictured here are mas-
tering the skill of human manipulation with 
heart melting poses, cheerful antics and soft, 
warm cuddles. They instinctively know how to 
teach us mere mortals the meaning of ‘uncon-
ditional’ kitty love and manage their kingdoms 
with purr-pose!

S.P.O.T. is 
facing some 
major dental 
surgeries and 
additional 
health concerns 
that need to be 
treated before 
these little ones 
are adoptable. 

Rosie and 
Charlotte are 
sweet dogs that 
will bring joy to 
someone’s life, 
but first they 
definitely need 
veterinary care 
and time to 
recover.

Will you help us help them?  These three dogs are far from 
the only pets at S.P.O.T. awaiting veterinary care. We can only do this 
kind of rescue work with help from financial supporters. Every dona-
tion attributed to pet veterinary expenses touches the life of a dog or 
cat in our care that desperately needs a chance to return to health so 
that they can then find a new home. Please take a moment and send 
a few dollars to S.P.O.T. in the enclosed envelope to go toward our 
Veterinary Care Fund.

ConfidentConfident

Hungry

PlayfulPlayful

Sick

HealthyHealthyFrightened

Santa and Mrs. Claus came to 
Burlington a little early this year 
just to greet pet parents and their 
beloved fur kids.

Maile was adopted from S.P.O.T. 
three years ago and returns each 
year for a holiday picture with her 
people.

Pictures with 
SSAANNTTAA!

Have an item with a possible 
resale value of $25 or more 
that needs to leave your 

home but you don’t want the hassle 
of finding a buyer for it?

How about donating that item to 
S.P.O.T. with the proceeds from its 
sale going to our Veterinary Care 
Fund? You will not only get that 
item out of your way but will also 

help finance the veterinary care that 
a homeless dog or cat desperately 
needs to live a pain-free life or even 
survive.

It’s a win/win situation!
To arrange for such a donation, 

just call our message line at  
(360) 336-5388. A volunteer will 
return your call to arrange to meet 
with you to make the donation.

RosieRosie

CharlotteCharlotte

YadaYada



The Courage to Surrender
a Companion Animal
Cats and dogs surrendered to S.P.O.T. 

come into our foster program for a 
variety of reasons—most are tearful 

good-byes. 
The reasons are varied but usually valid:

• Sudden financial distress
• Loss of home
• Not enough space for energetic dog
• Allergic reaction to pet
• Young children make pet nervous
• Not enough time to spend with pet
• Unexpected conflict between pets
• Severe decline in owner’s health

Lack of time in the day to provide needed 
attention is often high on the list. Both cats 
and dogs need human contact to remain 
social and oriented to their human families.

It takes great courage and humility to ask 
for help. Surrendering a pet to a rescue orga-
nization is evidence of love and caring.

S.P.O.T. is committed to finding new 
homes that will provide love as well as care 
for the pets that have been entrusted to us. 

Please Please 
   help...   help...
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away. The fund has served many pets and their 
humans over the years with the help of generous contri-
butions and a dedicated volunteer program manager who 
screens and coordinates the release of funds.

Emergency Boarding
S.P.O.T.’s 2020 goal is to pilot a program of financial assis-
tance for emergency boarding for temporarily displaced 

pets. We are looking for fund-
ing through grants and private 
resources to offer this service to 
pet owners in our community. 
The need is becoming more and 
more apparent when an emergency 
such as sudden hospitalization, 
house fire and other life-changing 
situations occur. Often finances are 
needed to take care of the imme-
diate emergency when the pet is 
left in the care of city, county or 
social agencies with no resources 
to afford boarding.

If you would like to donate to a 
specific program, please note it 
on your donation or in a PayPal 
notation. We will gratefully honor 
your request. Thank you!

final tthhoouugghhttss……               Nina Spitler, President

S.P.O.T. has always had a commitment to our local 
community. Several of our programs have 

resulted from requests for assistance that we’ve recognized 
as ongoing needs.

Trap - Alter - Return (TAR) Program
The volunteers in our TAR program trap, alter and return 
cats to their originating colonies or relocate them to safe lo-
cations such as workshops, barns, 
garages and studios. It is a primary 
focus of our cat rescue and grew 
from helping one or two people 
who were determined to control 
specific populations of free-roam-
ing cats. If there are young kittens 
within the colony, we make every 
effort to help them learn to trust 
humans and become adoptable 
pets.

Community Support Fund  
Program
Our community support funds 
help people with limited financial 
resources receive veterinary care 
in emergency situations. This fund 
was originally known as the Sadie 
Fund after the originator passed 

Dr. Matt Van WinkleDr. Matt Van Winkle
Chuckanut Valley Veterinary ClinicChuckanut Valley Veterinary Clinic


